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of thought by which he had been led to a belief in his own
Messiahship was all so personal and peculiar to himself, that
without a long novitiate it was not easily transferable to other
minds. The new conception he had formed of the nature
of God, for example, which was the starting-point from
which all else followed., was in a manner incommunicable;
and} except in connexion with after circumstances and
events, was not demonstrable by any human arguments.
The vision, too, in which he saw the spirit of God descend-
ing on him, and heard the voice from Heaven proclaiming
him the Messiah, was a quite peculiar and personal experience
not transferable to others. So, too, the conception which
he had formed of the Messiah as a lowly, humble, and
unwarlike Saviour, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief,
had to be extracted piecemeal from detached passages in the
Psalms, minor Prophets, and Isaiah. The suffering " Servant of
God " in Isaiah, to which Jesus appealed in support of his
<3laim to be the Messiah, was believed by the Jews then, as it is
by modern critics, not to refer to the Messiah at all, but to the
Jewish remnant, the ideal Israel, the Israel of God. It is
reasonable to believe, therefore, that this conception of the
Messiah could only have been very gradually instilled into the
minds of the disciples. Indeed, had it been boldly announced
by Jesus from the first, and before his wonderful success as a
Healer had prepared the minds of the disciples for it, he would
probably have been taken for a madman rather than for the
Messiah. Not only was his character of wonder-worker the
mainstay of the belief of the early Christians in his Messiahship
(as we see from the earliest Gospel, that of Mark, where the
Sermon on the Mount is entirely absent, and where he figures
mainly as the great Thauniatm-gist), but it has been, together
with the resurrection, the mainstay of the faith of the Church
in his Messiahship down to this day.

It was, then, only after his preternatural powers had been
demonstrated to the belief and satisfaction of all, that he felt